Annual Meeting for Parishioners  Wed 29 May 2024 @ 7.00pm
Meeting was opened at 7.00pm
Apologies received: Councillors Anne Sparling & James Waller
No members of the public present
Minutes of Meeting 24 May 2023 – Minutes from last year’s Annual Meeting for Parishioners was read out, corrections noted and approved.
Chair’s Annual Report Cllr Powell reported it’s been a fairly frustrating year for the Parish Council as far as Somerset Council are concerned (with the noted exception of Cllrs Nicholson and Pugsley who have been extraordinarily supportive and helpful). The new Unitary Authority (Somerset County) came into being 1 April 2023 and the transition has been nothing short of chaotic. SC threatened to devolve all the non-statutory services to the local parishes and town councils due to extreme budget shortfalls for the 2024-25 financial year. However, they never produced any guidance for the parish councils outlining exactly what services were going to be withdrawn nor provided any guidance on how to anticipate what our financial responsibilities would be before having to set our precept for the 2024-25 financial year. Therefore, we were left to guess what services we, as a parish, would be financially liable for in the coming year. In our case, the major expenses would potentially involve highway issues so we increased our precept by an amount that we hoped would cover the costs should we need it. On a more positive note, Mark Bolland has done a great job liaising with the Highway Steward up until the end of his tenure in March 2023 and managed to get many of the potholes filled. There was another successful litter pickup by village volunteers but I see there is still quite a lot around. Again, raves have been a problem this Spring but a lot has gone on in the background trying to find a solution for dealing with them. We did try to get the past Police Commissioner to come to a public meeting in the village but with the election pending, it was not feasible. We welcomed Geoff Tucker as a new councillor this year and I thank Mark Bolland for his continuing involvement with the West Somerset Flood Group. Thanks also to Mark Bolland and Anne Sparling for representing us at the LCN meetings. I also thank all our other councillors for their support, and to Steven and Frances for making every effort to attend our meetings and, of course, to Mary for all her hard work as Clerk.
Clerk’s Financial Report - The bank balance stood at £1784.31 at 31 March 2024. Year ended with balance of £1784.31.  Precept for 2023/24: £2990.00. Receipts of £4348.60 (£2990.00 + £1358.60 brought forward) with payments of £2578.90.  Parish finances healthy.

Meeting closed 7.15pm

Annual Meeting  for  Parishioners     Wed  2 9   May 202 4   @ 7. 0 0 pm   Meeting was opened at 7. 0 0pm   Apologies received: Councillors Anne Sparling &  James  W aller   No members of the public present   Minutes of Meeting  24   May 202 3   –   Minutes from last year’s  Annual Meeting for  Parishioners was read out, corrections noted and approved.   Chair’s  Annual  Report   Cllr Powell reported  it’s been a fairly  frustrating   year for the Parish  Council   as far as Somerset Council are concerned   (with the noted exception of Cllrs  Nicholson and Pugsley   who have been extraordinarily supportive and helpful ) .   The  new  Unitary Authority (Somerset County)   came into being   1 April 2023  and the transition has  been nothing short of chaotic.   SC  threatened to devolve  all the non - statutory services   to  the local parishes and town councils   due to extreme  budget   shortfalls for the 2024 - 25   financial year.  However, they never produced any guidance for the  parish councils  outlining exactly what services were going to be withdrawn nor provide d   any guidance on  how to  anticipate what our financial responsibilities would be  before having to set our  precept for the 2024 - 25 financial year . Therefore, we were left to guess what  services we,  as a parish, would be financially liable for in the coming year. In our case,  the major  expenses would potentially involve highway issues   so we increased our precept  by an  amount that we hoped would cover the costs should we need it.   On a more positive note ,   Mark Bolland   has  done a great job liaising with the Highway  S teward   up until the  end of  his tenure   in March 2023   and managed to get many of the  potholes   filled .   There was  another successful litter pickup by  village volunteers but I see there is still   quite a lot  around.  Again, raves have been a problem this Spring   but a lot has gone on in the  background   trying to find a solution   for dealing with them.  We did try to get the past Police  Commissioner to come to a public meeting in the village  but with the election pending, it  was not feasible.  We welcomed Geoff Tucker as a new councillor this year   and I thank  M ark Bolland for his continuing involvement with the West Somerset  F lood Group.  Thanks  also to Mark   Bolland   and Anne Sparling   for representing us at the LCN meetings .  I also  thank   all our  other  councillors for their support , and to Steven and Frances  for making  every effort to attend our meetings and, of course, to Mary for all her hard work as  C lerk .   Clerk ’ s  Financial R eport   -   The bank balance stood at £1 784.31   at 31 March 202 4 .  Year  ended with balance of  £ 1 784.31 .    Precept  for 202 3 /2 4 :  £2 990 .00 .  R eceipts of  £ 4348.60   (£29 90.00   + £ 1358.60   brought forward)   with  payments of £ 2578.90 .     Parish  finances healthy.     Meeting closed  7. 1 5 pm  

