Annual Meeting for Parishioners  Wed 24 May 2023 @ 7.00pm
Meeting was opened at 7.10pm
Apologies received: Councillors Anne Sparling & Richard O’Hare
No members of the public present
Minutes of Meeting 18 May 2022 – Minutes from last year’s Annual Meeting for Parishioners was read out, corrections noted and approved.
Chair’s Annual Report – It’s been a fairly eventful year for the Parish Council. The role of Parish Clerk moved from Jeanna Grenville to Mary Andrews and we are grateful to Jeanna for her service these past few years in that role. Thank you to Mary for stepping up and into the clerk post which is becoming a more complicated job than it used to be. We lost Jennifer Duke as one of our Councillors and thank her for her many years for support to our community and especially the vital role she played as a long-standing Councillor on the PC. We welcomed two new Councillors to the Council, Mark Bolland and James Waller. The county has successfully morphed into a Unitary Authority as of 1 April 2023 so we now are represented in Somerset by the Exmoor Local Community Network Board instead of a District Council. This allows us a direct link with the Parish Steward now. Thank you to Mark Bolland for acting as our highway warden and liaison as well as representing Luxborough at many of the West Somerset Flood Advisory Group meetings. Thank you to Anne Sparling for attending most of the Exmoor Panel Meetings on our behalf. We thank Pat McGlynn for continuing to be our yearly auditor and to James Waller and Richard O’Hare for acting as interviewers for the post of Parish Clerk. There were a total of 5 Planning Applications submitted in the parish this year. Thanks to the perseverance and hard work of Nigel Duke (along with other members of the PC) working with the local police, we appear to have been successful at putting an end to illegal raves taking place in the parish. The Litter Pickup scheme this year has been successful and we are thankful to all the volunteers who have stepped up and “adopted” sections of our local highways to keep them litter-free. The annual Summer Fete held in July was our most successful to date, grossing in excess of £4000 which will greatly benefit our church and village hall. Our Coronation Weekend was a huge success with many events taking place throughout the village over 5 days and all were well attended. Mother Nature smiled on us on the Sunday for the Village Picnic  and we had a large turnout of over 100 people who came with their picnics and played games all afternoon. Jennifer Duke officially opened the new Childrens Playground and dedicated the new oak tree in honour of the Coronation of King Charles III.  A special thanks goes to Chris Henson and his crew for all the long hours they put in getting the playground installed and passed through all its inspections. Lastly, many thanks to all the Parish Councillors for their work and support of the community as well as to Local Councillors Stephen and Frances for their hard work and continuing support of Luxborough.
Clerk’s Financial Report - Year ended with balance of 1,370.60.  Precept for 2022/23: £2,875.  Parish finances healthy.

Meeting closed 7.25pm
