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LUXBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL
The DRAFT Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Luxborough Parish Council held online via Zoom on Wednesday 24 March 2021 at 7.30pm.
Present:  Councillors D Powell (Chair), A Sparling (Vice Chair), J Duke, C Henson, J Tombleson, D Yiend, Jeanna Grenville – Clerk. 
Three members of the public were in attendance. 
	1
	Public Question Time: The applicant for Allercott change of use (item 7.1) spoke regarding the proposed change of use for the site which was essential to sustainability of the two local businesses supplying logs and chestnut-wood stakes.  He noted that the yard had been well screened to ensure it was largely hidden from sight and has suitable hardstanding. The business proposal was compatible with the ENPA Local Plan and supports the local economy with employment for 3.5 workers. Councillors reflected their support for young people with families seeking to build businesses in the locality.  It was requested that if the proposal were to be approved for measures to be taken to limit mud and debris being carried onto the highway.  The applicant provided assurance that more hardcore would be laid for this purpose in the event of a successful outcome. 


	2
	Welcome and Introductions: The Chair opened the meeting at 7.35 pm.


	3
	Apologies for Absence: Apologies were received from Cllr O’Hare due to urgent farm matters. Frances Nicholson (County Cllr) and Steven Pugsley (District Cllr) were unable to attend due to a clashing meeting.


	4
	Declarations of Interest: None were declared. [Two members of the public joined the meeting.]


	5
	Minutes of the Meeting of 24 February 2021: Resolved to adopt the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 


	6
	Reports from County and District Councillors: No reports were received in the absence of the Councillors.
 

	7
	Planning: i. 6/8/21/102 Allercott Farm change of use from animal feeding area to timber storage yard (retrospective).   Councillors discussed the proposal, including comments forwarded to the Clerk by Cllr O’ Hare. It was noted that this is a positive proposal which is in keeping with the ENPA Local Plan.  The site is well concealed within the local landscape, delivering supplies which benefit the local community and provides local employment that supports families on Exmoor. Cllrs unanimously resolved to support it. [The applicant left the meeting.] ii. GDO 21/04 Battles, prior approval for erection of new barn.  Cllrs understood the applicant’s need for the barn, noting however, that this would be a substantial building which would be visible from the roadway and the church grounds.  Proposals for screening using Leylandii were noted, however Cllrs expressed their strong preference that this should be achieved through the use of native plants. It was resolved to offer no objection to the proposal.   
 

	8
	Feedback from the Exmoor Panel: Cllrs agreed to take this agenda item next.  Several topics had been covered during the meeting.  Highlights included: West Somerset together have set up a forum to enable environmental / sustainability considerations to be fed into Somerset plans via Parishes, e.g. electric charging points. Cllrs to feedback any ideas to the Clerk.  The next meeting will be on 7 April 2021 at 19:00. The Affordable Housing Working Group consultation regarding local sites was due to close on 31/3/2021 with Cllrs encouraging individuals to complete the survey which had been publicized via the village email network and on the notice board.  It was noted that the Luxborough site is for self-build which was not necessarily clear; the roll out of emergency masts was continuing ready for November and more multi-masts were likely to become available to improve mobile coverage on the Moor; attention was beginning to turn to the issues that would arise from the Moor becoming open to visitors as Covid restrictions were relaxed, e.g. more increased littering; Rural Economy Exmoor are doing research into the economic profile of Exmoor and its business, with future business-development strategy in mind, which would be useful to keep under review; there will be further training on Planning for council officers; Connecting Devon and Somerset had set out some of the logistical issues regarding the supply of broadband services on the Moor.  It was noted that Skansa finishes their Highways contract at the end of the financial.  A new company, known as M, will take over, although this is apparently the same people working for it.  Clerk to circulate minutes from the Panel when available.      
[Two members of the public left the meeting.]


	9
	Finance: i. Councillors noted the Clerk’s salary to be paid for the four months from November 2020 to March 2021.  It was resolved to pay Clerk expenses of £7.10 for stamps and a contribution to telephone costs (shared with Cutcombe PC).   ii.  It was resolved to pay £25.20 as a contribution to the Clerk’s membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks, as 30% of the overall cost, remainder to be met by Cutcombe PC.

	
	

	10
	Chairman’s Announcements: The Chairman noted that there were a lot of potholes on the roads and that these have been marked out for, hopefully, prompt attention.  It was anticipated that that village events could resume once lockdown measures are relaxed. The plan is for the Village Hall to reopen again on 12 April, as will the village gym. Police and Crime Commissioner elections will take place in the Hall on 6 May.  Ferret racing is planned for 27 June outside on the village green.  

Cllr Tombleson noted the frequent passage of heavy-duty logging lorries coming up from Roadwater where there is a narrow bridge unsuitable for heavy goods vehicles, despite previous agreement to use an alternative route.  Cllrs believed this was traffic from Lady Gass’s estate.  Clerk to contact the estate to request that the lorries do not use this route, in keeping with a previous agreement. 


	11
	Clerk / Councillors’ Correspondence and Meetings: No further items were noted. 


	12
	Annual Parish Council Meeting and Public Meeting: The date of 26 May was set for these two meetings, to commence with the Public Meeting with the Parish Council meeting following directly on.   The Clerk reminded Cllrs of the process for electing the Chair and Vice Chair.    


	13
	Items of Interest;  No further items were noted. 


	11
	Items for the Next Meeting;  No further items were noted. 
 

	12
	There being no other items, the Chair closed the meeting at 20:20
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