M I N U T E S                                                     19.1
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Luxborough Parish Council held via Zoom on Wednesday 7 October 2020 commencing at 7.30pm
Present:  Chairman D Powell, Vice Chairman A Sparling, Cllr Duke, Cllr O’Hare, Cllr Tombleson, Cllr Henson, Cllr Yiend, F Nicholson, S Pugsley.
1.  Apologies for absence.  None

2. Declarations of lnterest.  None


3. The minutes of the meeting held on 15 July 2020 were approved.

4. Planning Application No 6/20/20/106.
It was brought to the attention of the meeting that none of the neighbouring consultees had been notified of this application and it was therefore decided to discuss this at the next meeting on Wednesday 14 October.  S Pugsley agreed to investigate why this omission had occurred.  It was also mentioned that one of the neighbours had suffered greatly from the noise from dogs barking at this location and is very concerned about the proposal to site the kennels even closer to his boundary. This is an Environmental Health issue and the Environmental Health Officer has visited the site and agreed the noise is excessive.  S Pugsley to investigate whether the ENP planning department are aware of this.

5. Chairmans Announcements.
Speeding.  The Clerk has been in touch with PCSO S. Thompson who has agreed to visit the village and operate a radar gun and advise speeding motorists accordingly.  This has not happened yet and motorists are still driving to fast. F Nicholson stated that it would be very unlikely for Highways to put up signs and all she could ask for is for speeds to be assessed by placing a wire across the road.  As there is no speed limit in Luxborough there may be a rule that motorists need to drive slowly due to a certain number of houses in the vicinity.  F Nicholson will investigate this and contact Highways to commence discussions regarding monitoring of speed.
The Chairman suggested the Parish Council make a donation of £1,000 to the Fete Fund as there was no fete this year due to Covid.  It was agreed that the Clerk would produce projected expenditure and bank balance as at 31 March 2021 being the end of the financial year of the PC before the meeting on 14 October.
6. Exmoor Panel Meeting Report.
Winter roads meeting was held before the ordinary meeting.  Approx 2/3 of the salt usually used was used last year due to the milder conditions. Police reported 693 calls, 120 of which were Covid related.  7 honesty boxes were stolen (mainly egg 
19.2
money).  There were a lot of problems at Wimbleball Lake due to the numbers of people visiting.  Two quad bikes were stolen but the thieves ran out of fuel and were arrested and prosecuted.  It seems likely that there is going to be some reduction of funding for ENP resulting in job losses.  The funding figures will be announced in the Autumn Spending Review in the next 4/5 weeks.
7.  Financial Matters.

The Clerk reported that the rent for the meetings that were held in the village hall amounts to £50 and a cheque will be drawn up and signed and forwarded to the Treasurer of the village hall.
The bank balance as at 30 September was £3,847.48.

8. Replacement of Parish Clerk.

Cllr Duke to place an advert in the parish magazine to go out at the end of October inviting applicants to apply in writing with a brief resume.  The Clerk to contact Exford and Winsford parish councils who have recently replaced their clerks to see how they carried this out.

9. Items of Interest.

· Police Report has been received and will be circulated to members and placed on the website.
· Newcombe Farm planning.  As there has been no update on this application for some time the Clerk has contacted the planning officer who stated that ENP are awaiting details from the applicants as to the proposed use of the building.
· Details of a free bareroot tree scheme for public areas has been circulated and Cllr Duke to investigate to obtain some for the churchyard.
· S Pugsley reminded the meeting of the grants available for climate change work from SCC.
· Flooding has occurred again after the recent heavy rainfall on the road near Beuleigh Chapel and on Fellons Way.  The Clerk to report this to Highways.

10. Items for the Next Meeting.
· The planning application at Langham Hill Cottage
· The planning application for a mast at West Slowley.
· Donation to the fete fund by the PC.
The meeting closed at 8.30pm
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