17.1
M I N U T E S
The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Luxborough Parish Council held via Zoom on Wednesday 8th July 2020 commencing at 8pm
Present:  Chairman D Powell, Vice Chairman A Sparling, Cllr Duke, Cllr O’Hare, Cllr Henson,
Cllr Tombleson, Cllr Yiend, S Pugsley, F Nicholson.
1. Apologies for Absence:  None
2. Declarations of Interest:  None
3. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 4 March 2020.  The minutes were approved unanimously and to be signed by the Chairman at a later date.
4. Planning.
Application No 6/20/20/104.  Proposed installation of two biomass boilers at Langham Farm.
Concerns were raised regarding noise pollution and whether wood chips would be burnt necessitating a wood chipper to be operated which can generate a lot of noise. The noise levels are of particular concern in Luxborough which has a peculiar geography and noise travels a long way down  the valley which was experienced when a rave took place in Kennisham Woods which could be heard as far away as Rodhuish. Dogs barking at Langham can currently be heard all over the village.
There is no mention of noise levels bar a vague reference in the planning application and it was felt that this issue needs to be addressed by ENP when considering this application. There was also no mention of what fuel is intended to be used and how it will be processed. Six members voted to support the application with the proviso that the planners address the noise pollution concerns.  One member objected.
5. Play Area
Plans of the proposed new play area had been circulated and the chairman explained that the new position of the equipment was designed so as not to encroach on the fete and to allow a marquee to be put on the end of the village hall if required for functions.  A query was raised as to the costs and the Chairman explained that the first step of the plan would be £19,000 plus VAT, he did not have the costings for the next phase.  Work is scheduled to commence on 16 September.  
6. Chairman’s Announcements.
The annual fete is cancelled due to the Covid restrictions. A plea for donations is going to be given out to raise money for the fete fund as there is very little money being raised for either the village hall or the church this year. A competition for the tallest foxglove and tallest thistle will be held on fete day.  This will bring back an old village competition which was last held thirteen years ago.
17.2
A discussion took place on the change of the County Council to unitary. F Nicholson addressed the meeting with a very detailed report of the proposals. F Nicholson and S Pugsley said that they are in favour of the merger but ultimately the Secretary of State will decide what the state of local government in Somerset will be but their concern is that locally we get the best deal that we can in terms of the services that we can determine and that day to day decisions are not taken too far away from us so it will be very important that we have properly financed local “boards” that cover a small enough area and respond to local needs and engage with local parishes.  The area arrangements have to be part of the constitution of any unitary authority. The sparcity of the population in this area needs to be recognised in an area that is not physically too big but recognises the disadvantages of living in this area.
7. Financial Matters.
The Clerk reported that the bank balance currently amounts to £4,246.
The members approved the Income and Expenditure Accounts for the year ending 31 March 2020 and the AGAR which had been sent to them prior to the meeting.  These were officially adopted and proposed by the Chairman and seconded by the Vice Chairman and will be forwarded to PKF Littlejohn by the Clerk.
Clerks expenses of £12 for flowers for Pat McGlynn to thank her for the internal audit and production of  accounts, were approved. A cheque to be drawn up and co signed.
8. Items of Interest.  None
9. Items for the Next Meeting.
A planning application for Slowley Farm has been noted and will be discussed at the next meeting.
The meeting closed at 8.50pm

The next meeting will be an Extraordinary Meeting and will be held via Zoom at 8pm on Wednesday 15 July 2020.
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