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Panel Meeting Report.

Crime Statistics on the AW052 Beat area for the last three months;
Violence against the Person x 82.
Arson/Criminal damage x 33
Theft x 26
Burglary x 19
Public Order Offences x 15
Vehicle Offences x 10
Sexual Offences x 3
Drug Offences x 2
Miscellaneous x 2
The last three months has been a busy time on the beat area of AW052.
We have again seen numerous incidents of non-dwelling burglaries in our rural & remote areas generally targeting tools, equipment, & diesel. Some of the victims have been repeat victims.
Just before Christmas, the local team attended Cutcombe Fatstock Show & Sale, to offer Crime Prevention advice, Farm & Horsewatch Signup. This was a really useful event, with lots of footfall, & facilitated engagement with the Neighbourhood Beat team, raising awareness of security, & the benefits of tracking devices & datatag for machinery.
We are currently having to deal with some ugly & disturbing Anti-Social Behaviour emanating from several groups of young people in the areas of Watchet & Williton. A joint meeting has been held at West Somerset College to discuss this worrying trend with partner agencies, to find a solution to deal & disrupt. Williton Youth Club is at very real risk of closure due to the disruptive & vile behaviour of a group of older children . Parents MUST know where their young people are, & what they are up to, & we will work hard with schools/College, Housing association & Youth leaders to achieve this.
We have also enlisted the support of our Special Constables who are assisting us in conducting high visibility patrols to target locations & specific times to disrupt this behaviour & identify those involved.
There have recently been several incidents of Fraud, generally targeting elderly/vulnerable people. A & S have recently published a really useful booklet- “The Little Book of Big Scams” which has been distributed locally, & can be found in Williton & Watchet Libraries.- A very informative read. If you know of any elderly or vulnerable person in the Community who would benefit from a visit from one of the Neighbourhood Beat Team to offer Crime Prevention advice, please let us know.
Finally, On Weds 26th February, Somerset Road Safety have organised an event to be held in Carhampton Village Hall.
The event is called ‘Route 60 +’
Route 60 + is a FREE presentation for older drivers, addressing how both vehicles & driving skills have changed over the years, & how these can be updated. It offers coping strategies to take into account the increased amount of vehicles on the road and, as we get older, our ability to adapt our driving skills. If you know anyone who may benefit from attending, please pass the message! It is open to all, with free refreshments too! This will be an enlightening & informative event.

Update re Rave from Investigating Officer PC 4971 Dilworth Smith;
Investigation has been conducted. The organiser of the event, has been identified, along with the vehicles he used to transport all the sound equipment. Unfortunately there is insufficient evidence to support a prosecution. However, the organiser has been spoken to, & given suitable words of advice NOT to return to the area, otherwise their equipment will be seized. Intelligence has obviously been submitted, which will add to existing intelligence regarding the organisation of these sorts of activities. I know there will be concerns raised re Police attendance,
On that night, there were only 2 x Officers covering the whole of West Somerset, who were already committed with prisoners. The whole district was under exceptional demand. 
Once Officers became available, two attended, but were severely outnumbered with a degree of hostility being shown by those present. They were then instructed by Force control  to withdraw before being sent to other immediate incidents
Due to the large numbers involved, we were not physically in a position to enforce at the scene, due to wider area Policing incidents, & the number of Officers available. Those Officers at scene were tasked to obtain as much video evidence as possible to allow further investigation. However, due to the low light & weather conditions, tis in itself proved a significant challenge.
In the morning, the duty Police Superintendent was updated, & an Operational support team was tasked to the woods in order to assist in clearing the site.
 As always, any queries please call PCSO’s 9273 Sue Thompson 07889655209, or pCSO 9308 Sue MARKS on 07889655308.
To report a crime, call 101, or in an emergency, call 999.
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