13.1
MINUTES
The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Luxborough Parish Council held in the village hall on Wednesday 27th November 2019.
Present:  Chairman D. Powell, Vice Chairman A. Sparling, Cllr Duke, Cllr Yiend, Clerk D. Wass.  J. Lillis, Village Agent.
1.  Apologies for Absence were received from Cllr Tombleson due to being abroad and S. Pugsley and F. Nicholson due to prior commitments and the reasons given were approved.
2. Declarations of Interest.  None.
3. The minutes of the meeting held on 13th November were approved and signed by the Chairman.
4. Jane Lillis, Village Agent addressed the meeting.  Jane gave a brief outline of the background of the Village Agent scheme which is a registered charity under the Community Council for Somerset umbrella and is not part of the County Council.  The aim is to support and develop good functioning and development of rural communities and there are fifty agents in Somerset with three in the West Somerset area.  Jane covers all the rural parishes and has been in the role for over a year, working four days a week with flexible hours and is potentially on call 24/7. The agents take referrals from local GP surgeries, from people within the community and other agencies and self referrals. The main role is to signpost people to community charity solutions to issues that they may have.  A lot of the issues they deal with are social isolation, community transport issues, help with getting blue badges, putting people in touch with what is going on in their community. The scheme is not just available for the elderly but also for families.  Jane left several leaflets to be distributed around the village together with details of a local transport scheme. Jane also discussed the Good Neighbour Scheme and Cllr Duke said she would advertise this on the flyer to be inserted in the parish magazine to ascertain the demand for such a scheme in Luxborough.
There is a “talking café” scheme in operation in Minehead and Dulverton which a drop in sessions which also offer support.  Cllr Duke pointed out that there is in effect a talking café in operation in the village in the form of the coffee morning which is held every month but is not very well attended. Jane offered to come to every other coffee morning to have a “meet the village agent” session.
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Planning Application 6/20/19/107  Proposed installation of 15m monopole mast and associated equipment by EE at West Slowley Farm.  Several residents who would be affected by this have raised concerns and after much discussion the members decided that not enough information had been given in the application to address these.  The main concern is regarding the generator and whether it would run all the time, how it would be powered and the decibel level of the noise. All agreed that it would be better if it could be powered by solar power or connected to the nearby electricity supply.  It was also felt that that the mast should be painted grey and not green as it is against the skyline and not the hedge when viewed from the village.  It was decided unanimously not to support this application due to lack of clarity regarding the ancillary equipment even though there is no objection to the mast itself.
6. Exmoor Society Membership.  It was felt that although this society does a lot of good the PC does not need to be a member.


13.2

7. Chairmans Announcements.  The Chairman stated that the defibrillator pad runs out at the end of the month and it is necessary to purchase a replacement at an estimated cost of approx. £20.  This was approved by all the members.  
8. Financial Matters.  The Clerk has received the Precept Forms for next year which need to be submitted by 10th January.  It was decided to hold the next PC meeting on 8th January 2020 in order to complete this.
9. Items for the Next Meeting.  Precept application.
The meeting closed at 8.20pm.
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th January 2020 commencing at 7.30pm.


Signed ……………………………………………………………………………


Date ……………………………………………………………………………..
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