12.1
MINUTES
The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Luxborough Parish Council held in the village hall on Wednesday 13th November 2019.
Present:  Chairman D Powell, Vice Chairman A Sparling, Cllr Yiend, Cllr O’Hare, Cllr Henson,
Cllr Duke, Cllr Tombleson. Pat from Roadwater Valley Car Scheme.
1.  Apologies for Absence were received from S. Pugsley and F. Nicholson due to other council commitments and were approved.
2.  Declarations of Interest.  Cllr Tombleson declared an interest in the EE mast planning application.
3. The Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th October were approved and signed by the Chairman.
4. Roadwater Car Scheme.  Pat addressed the meeting and explained in detail how the scheme works and circulated a leaflet with FAQs to the members. Members agreed for Cllr Duke to organise a flyer to go with the December edition of the parish magazine to conduct an informal survey to ascertain whether such a scheme would be needed in Luxborough and if it is deemed necessary then further steps could be taken.
5. Planning.
Application No:  6/20/19/106.  Proposed 3 single storey extensions together with wood burning stove at the Shoot Lodge, Langham Farm.  Cllrs voted to support this application with six members in favour and one no objection.
Application No:  HRN 19/03.  Hedgerow removal at Old Stowey Farm.  Cllrs voted unanimously in support of this application.
6.  Chairmans Announcements.
· The Chairman and Vice Chairman attended an Exmoor Panel Meeting and met Jane Lillis the village agent who would like to attend a PC Meeting in Luxborough and explain what her role is.  The Clerk to notify Jane Lillis of the next meeting.

· The Chairman has followed up the response from Highways regarding a slow speed sign for the village as they seem to have got the wrong end of the stick regarding our request.  The Chairman has rung them to explain but as yet has had no reply.

· The Chairman attended a meeting of the new council to meet the new Chief Executive (who did not attend).  It was reported that waiting time to speak to someone at the new council by telephone has dramatically improved from 45 minutes to 2 minutes. 
12.2
·  Most of the concerns brought up at the meeting were with regard to the broadband speeds but surprisingly not one person at the new council had been in touch with Connect Devon and Somerset regarding this which is a problem all over Somerset.  The biggest problem the new council has had is that when redundancies were offered too many people took them up which has left them short of building inspectors resulting in delays in planning applications and a lot of training needed.

· A Sparling attended an Exmoor Panel Meeting.  There were a lot of complaints about the Simonsbath to Exford road closure and the diversion which was incorrect. 

· The salt bins have not yet been filled but the Chairman reported that this is in progress.  

· The funding has now finished for the Historic Signposts renovation and they are hoping to maintain the steering group and the volunteers and that Caremoor may have some grant funding in the future but we may have to think about buying the paint ourselves.

· The most important long term item is the Glover Report which if the government takes this on board the shape and structure of the national park will alter considerably.  The national parks have never had a review since 1949 when they were set up.  A lot of people are very unhappy about it  but it is important that everyone read it and report to the Exmoor Panel Meeting their thoughts.

7.  Financial Matters.  The Clerk reported that the bank balance as at end of October was £3,515.28.

8. Items of Interest
· The Clerk reported that she had been chasing up the replanting of the beech trees and unfortunately Robin Offer from ENP who had been dealing with this has now left and not been replaced resulting in his colleague having his workload doubled.  He has been contacted but has yet to reply.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]An email had been received from SAFA calling on parish councils to have activities to celebrate the 75th anniversary of VE Day next May.  Cllr Duke reported that the church has already got event planned for this and the members were happy for the church to take this on  behalf of the village.
· An email had been received from the Exmoor Society enquiring whether the parish council would like to join. It was decided to consider this and bring it up at the next meeting.
12.3
9.  Items for the next meeting
· A planning application had been received from EE for a mast at West Slowley Barn to provide a mobile signal and 4G for the emergency services.  The Clerk was asked to contact ENP planning to ascertain whether the members comments could be forwarded in January and also to contact EE to establish whether this service would be available to the public or restricted to the emergency services only.
· Exmoor Society membership to be discussed.
· Jane Lillis, village agent, to be invited to the next meeting.


The meeting closed at 8pm.


Signed ……………………………………………………………….



Date ……………………………………………………………………
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