11.1
MINUTES
The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Luxborough Parish council held in the village hall on Wednesday 16th October at 7.30pm.
Present:  Chairman D Powell, Cllr Yiend, Cllr O’Hare, Cllr Henson, Cllr Tombleson, S. Pugsley,
PCSO S. Thompson.
1. Apologies for Absence were received from Cllr Duke, Cllr Sparling and F. Nicholson
2. Declarations of interest were received from Cllr Henson and Chairman D Powell.
3. The Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th September 2019 were approved and signed by the Chairman.
4. Planning.
Application No: 6/20/19/104.
Applicant:  C Henson
Proposal:  Outbuilding incorporating children’s playroom/studio/office/home gym, wc at Slowley Farm Bungalow.
Cllr Henson left the room.
Cllrs voted unanimously to support this application.

Application No:  6/20/19/105
Applicant:  A. Maddock
Proposal:  Single storey extension together with the erection of a 
timber framed terrace area at Misty View.
Cllr Henson returned to the room.
D Powell declared an interest and took no part in the discussion and vote.
Cllrs voted unanimously in support of this application.

5. POLICE REPORT.
[bookmark: _GoBack]S. Thompson joined the meeting and reported that there were no crime events to report in Luxborough however there had been a spate of shed and outbuilding break ins around the area with five in Roadwater in one night and only thefts from two and four in Brompton Ralph where nothing was taken, however one of the properties in Brompton Ralph had cctv and captured an image of the suspect who has since been identified.  Three of the Roadwater properties and two of the Brompton Ralph properties were repeat victims.  The advice remains to be vigilant and keep sheds and outbuildings locked, record suspicious vehicles and activites and registration numbers.  A suspicious van was reported in Luxborough and had also been spotted in Watchet and had been stopped and searched.  This time of year when it is darker and on wild and windy nights is when thefts are more likely to occur. 25 fat lambs were taken from a farm in Sampford Brett overnight, this was a fairly organised crime and the reality is that crime is coming to the countryside.
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6. Flood Meeting Report.
The Chairman reported that the use of rain gauges that are linked to a central hub is being investigated.  There are grants to install but will then need regular checks.  Three sites have been identified – one at Mary Howe’s on Lype, one on Treborough Common and one near Raleigh’s Cross.
There will be an invitation sent to local people who have supported the flood group to attend an evening at the Royal Oak the thank them.
7. Chairmans Announcements
The Chairman announced that the play area has been awarded a grant of £10,000 from the Lottery Fund which means they now have over £13,000 in the bank.  There are other grants applied for.
With regard to the traffic slowing sign the Clerk reported that she had been in touch with Highways who stated that as there have been no fatalities they would not prioritise painting SLOW on the road.  The Clerk has asked Highways if the PC could purchase and erect a sign themselves and is awaiting a response.  D Powell has contacted Active Signs for a quote to put a sign below the parent and child sign.
A new salt bin has been purchased and delivered and D Powell will place it on the west side of the entrance to Thorney Cottages.  The Clerk to notify Highways of the site of the new bin.
The Chairman asked the Clerk to chase up the replanting of the Beech trees as it is the time of year to do so.  The Clerk to contact Robin Offer at ENP.
8. Financial Matters
The Clerk produced a cheque to be signed in favour of PKF Littlejohn, the external auditors, in the amount of £48.
The recently purchased salt bin cost £107.07 incl. VAT of £17.68.
The bank balance as at 30 September was £3,638.35.
9. Items of Interest
· A newsletter from I Love Musgrove was read out. The £1million MRI Scanner Campaign has been completed and there are now two major appeals, one in support of the Maternity Unit to raise £100,000 and one to raise £120,000 to completely refurbish Eliot Ward into a specialist Dementia Friendly environment.  It was agreed to look at donating early next year before the precept.
· An email from Dan James of ENP regarding the Rural Enterprise Exmoor networking and workshop session on 24 October at the Moorland Hall was read out. Cllr Yiend agreed to circulate this via the village email.
· An email from County Roads was read out with the latest information regarding the winter service for this winter. There is a new initiative starting this year namely the Community Snow Warden Scheme for which training is offered. This does not apply to Luxborough as D Powell has already  carried out this activity for many years.
· S. Pugsley drew the meetings attention to the Glover Report into the future of National Parks which has now been published.  There are several positive points in it but too many parallels have been drawn with parks in America which are not 
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comparative with the UK.  The report suggested that 1,000 rangers are employed nationally and that in future there will not be local government in NPs but there should be a committee of between 9 and 12 members who are appointed by central government and the chairman to be appointed by the government and a planning committee of between 9 and 12 members of whom at least 2 must be from the parent board and the chairman must be from the parent board, the rest can be local representatives but the local plan which determines planning policy will presumably be set by the parent board.  So this means that the parent board of national representatives draw up the local plan which the locals have to carry out.  S Pugsley stated that this is quite worrying and if the PC is consulted on this or gets the chance for any input it is quite important to consider and comment on to the government or our MPs.  If the government decide to run with this it will set ENP back 30 years and in fact will be worse than then.  S Pugley suggested that cllrs read the report if they get a chance.

10. Items for the Next Meeting.  None.

The meeting closed at 8.10pm.




Signed …………………………………………………………….



Date ………………………………………………………………
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