10.1
MINUTES
The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Luxborough Parish Council held in the village hall on Wednesday 4th September 2019 at 8pm
Present:  Chairman, D. Powell, Vice Chairman A. Sparling, Cllr Yiend, Cllr O’Hare, Cllr Duke, Cllr Henson, S. Pugsley, F. Nicholson, Clerk D Wass.
1.  Apologies for Absence were received from Cllr Tombleson who was away and from S. Thompson due to work commitments. The reasons given were approved.
2. Declarations of Interest.  None.
3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 24th July 2019 were approved after Cllr Henson pointed out that he had been left off the attendees, this was amended and the minutes signed by the Chairman.
4. Planning.
Application No 6/20/19/103.  North Drive, Langham Farm, Chargot Estate (Restrospective).
Proposal:  works to reinstate the north access track to Chargot Estate.
This was discussed at length and a letter from a resident was read out which strongly objected because of the felling of 15 mature trees that had already been carried out with no notification to any of the close residents and the increased levels of traffic turning in and out causing noise and pollution if this application goes ahead. The members voted with four in support and two no objection and to request that the Clerk point out to ENP Planning Dept that there are concerns regarding the final surface of the track and that it is not concreted like the one further into the estate which is very unsightly.

5.  Chairmans Announcements.
· An electric car charging point grant has been applied for and approved.  This was carried out James Wall from the village hall committee.
· The 4G supply at the village hall is working well and the feedback is all positive.
· The Chairman and Vice Chairman attended an Exmoor Panel meeting on 3rd September and A. Sparling provided a very comprehensive report.  The winter roads gritting programme has been reinstated to that of two years ago with the exception of small bags of salt that will no longer be provided.  The Clerk was asked to write to Highways and ask for large bags to be delivered in the same locations as last year and to let them know how full the existing salt bins are.  The Chairman offered to check the bins and let the Clerk know.  It was decided to purchase another bin for the Stony Bridge area near Thorney Cottages and the Clerk is to contact the Withypool parish clerk who has researched the costings.


· 10.2

· The questionnaire regarding cuts to the fire service with the Porlock fire station closure proposal was discussed and it was decided to email the whole village with a link requesting everyone respond.  For those who do not wish to complete the questionnaire online then hard copies are available from Wheddon Cross garage and Cllr Yiend offered to get some to distribute from the pub.
· The big police issue at the moment is sheep rustling.  There have been two lots of fifty sheep stolen.  People need to look out for vehicles with sheep trailers and dogs around and night and report them.
· On the 24 September at the Beach Hotel the Police and Crime Commissioner and the Chief Constable and others will be holding a meeting starting at 7pm and anyone wishing to attend may do so and ask questions provided they register attendance first.  Cllr Yiend offered to attend.
6.  Financial Matters.
The Clerk reported that the bank balance as at 31st August was £3,985.85.  A cheque was signed for £5 for the annual subscription to support the West Somerset Flood Group.  A cheque was also signed for £35.50 in payment of the Clerk’s expenses for printing ink, postage, etc.
7.  Items of Interest
· An email had been received from Bicknoller parish council requesting our thoughts on the Highways cut backs regarding hedge trimming. The Clerk to respond that this is not a problem in Luxborough and if it was then local landowners would trim the roadsides in the village.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]An email had been received from Engage Somerset asking if the parish had any areas within it that are suffering impact from the Hinkley Point project. Engage has been approached by Somerset Community Foundation to find out if there are any areas affected by Hinkley Point development who might benefit from a small amount of available funding.  The Clerk to reply that people who work at Hinkley Point are moving into the village and that as the village had limited resources maybe a grant for the new play area would be appropriate. 
· The Minehead Motor Club will be holding an event on Sunday 8th September within the parish and had sent a copy of the route and authorisation certificate.



10.3
8.  Items for the Next Meeting.
Cllr Yiend reported that it had been brought to his attention that traffic entering the village from the Roadwater area are often travelling too fast especially in view of the fact that there may be small children on bicycles on the road and dog walkers. It was discussed whether signage could be improved. F Nicholson advised that if a village sign is made in an area where there is no speed limit then the words “Please drive slowly through the village” can be added.    F Nicholson suggested that the County Council website has advice regarding the rules on road signs.  The Clerk to check the CC rules and get a quote for signs before the next meeting.  The Chairman is to get an email sent around the village asking residents to be aware of the need for caution when driving into the village.

The meeting closed at 9.10pm



Signed ………………………………………………..


Date ……………………………………………………
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