9.1
MINUTES
The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Luxborough Parish Council held in the village hall on Wednesday 24th July at 8pm.
Present:  Chairman, D. Powell, Vice Chairman A. Sparling, Cllr Yiend, Cllr O@Hare, Cllr Duke,
Cllr Tombleson, S. Pugsley, Clerk D. Wass.

1.  Apologies for Absence were received from F. Nicholson and S. Thompson due to another commitment and the reasons given were approved.
2. Declarations of Interest.  A. Sparling declared an interest in the planning application for Monkham Farm.
3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 5th June 2019 were approved and signed by the Chairman.
4. Planning.
Application No:  6/20/19/101.  Monkham Farm. Erection of new livestock building.  A. Sparling left the meeting.  The members voted unanimously in support of this application.
Application No:  6/20/19/102.  Langham Farm.  Variation of condition 4 of approved application 6/20/13/102 to allow re-surfacing of track.
A. Sparling returned to the meeting.  Five members voted in support of this application and two had no objection.
Application No:  6/41/19/103.  Langridge Mills Farm.  Proposed construction of agricultural building for housing livestock and storage.  Retrospective.
The members voted unanimously in support as it was felt that this is a genuine working smallholding and the new building will be an improvement.
Application No:  6/41/19/102.  Langridge Mills Farm.  Lawful Development Certificate for the existing use of a polytunnel.
The members agreed that this had been on site for the specified number of years and had no comment.
Application No:  6/41/19/101.  Langridge Mills Farm.  Lawful Development Certificate for the erection of agricultural building not in compliance with planning permission ref. 6/41/90/101.
The members had no comment on this application.

5.  Proposed Changes to Somerset Fire and Rescue Service.
S. Pugsley addressed the meeting with very comprehensive facts on the proposed changes and the effects on the community.  In Somerset it is proposed to close Porlock fire station.  S. Pugsley read out the objection from Andrew Milne from Porlock Districk Council which is detailed below:

 The community pay their rates and expect the service to be the same or better each year.  
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The station was confirmed as the best in the D&S FA last year, a remarkable achievement for retained fire fighters who average 85% availability. The closure of such an effective station seems to be an unbelievable action to the local population.

It is disputed that Minehead Fire Station can reach a fire in Porlock inside 15 minutes; 20 minutes is a more likely time frame and very much greater than the 10 minutes D&S FA expect to reach 80% of the population. Travel time will increase markedly reaching the remoter locations.

Removal of the Porlock Station opens up a ‘hole’ between Minehead, Lynton and Dulverton of some 30 miles. Poor quality of moorland roads, bad weather and increased holiday traffic makes significantly slower travel than computer models predict. At a house fire in Porlock (May 2014) the Minehead engine took 40 minutes to reach the burning building.

Properties are as vulnerable to fire today as they were yesterday and will be tomorrow, the risk has not changed. There are 84 thatch properties in Porlock District alone. Chimney fires are common place, increased prevention teaching that is proposed is not going to reduce this risk. Since Porlock Station was built, 300 additional houses have been built.

There is an increasingly elderly population in in rural areas. In Porlock District alone, at least 784 people are over 60. That is 27% of the population in comparison to 11% in Somerset. The elderly community is increasing not diminishing as Porlock continues to attract a retired population. 

The Station is a base for the Porlock Co-Responder service. There is great concern at the loss of this important community service provided by the fire fighters.

The permanent population of Porlock District is 2000 permanent residents.  A popular tourist attraction, this figure increases markedly in the tourist season. 25% of the houses are second homes and these are filled to capacity in the summer months. The increased risk has not been included in the modelling used by the D&S FA but clearly a factor that should be included.

Increased tourism means increased traffic on the narrow and precipitous roads over Exmoor these require greater Fire and Rescue cover not less.

Exmoor National Park regularly has moorland fires that need quenching in the summer months. Global warming is an accepted reality where increased dry periods will be commonplace. The Porlock Station has specialise moorland fire vehicles and the skills to respond swiftly to upland fires.  Thick woods border the moors in which small communities, many with vulnerable houses (84 thatch properties this district alone) are at risk of a fire threat. To reduce fire cover can be considered as reckless at best.
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Flash flooding is more likely. Models predict a large area of houses in Porlock District will be affected in such a situation.  The loss of trained emergency personal have very serious implications to the local population should such an event occur.

The loss of the Porlock Station greatly increases the demand on Minehead Fire Station.  There is a large population, which greatly increases in the holiday period, Butlins alone has 7000 visitors. The loss of Minehead vehicles to service a fire in the Porlock District will greatly increases the risk to residents of Minehead.

At the SWT Full Council Meeting 19 June rural poverty was rightly identified. The proposed reduction in rural fire cover is another example of how the all services are being reduced to the rural community and this proposed cut which should be opposed at all costs. Rural lives matter, this service need to be improved not diminished.

It was proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Cllr Duke that the Clerk write a letter of objection to the closure of Porlock fire station to Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue consultation.

6.  Chairmans Announcements.

Another successful fete on 20th July raised £4,400 to be divided between the church and the village hall. There was a great atmosphere both at the fete and at the evening BBQ.  The Chairman thanked S. Pugsley for opening the fete.

The 4G and EE mobile signal is now live on the village hall and so far the feedback is good.

The proposed mast for 4G on the church will not now be happening at present as there is a conflict between the church operating as a “telecommunications business” and the fears of local residents over health issues resulting in a conflict in terms of pastoral care.  Also this system is designed to be a network needing ten churches and so many churches have voted against it that it is not viable.

7. Finance
     A cheque for £25 for a Councillor Essentials training course run by SALC which       was attended by Cllr Yiend, was produced by the Clerk and signed.

The bank balance as at 30th June was £4034.85.

The Clerk informed the meeting that she had overlooked sending the AGAR to the external auditors and consequently missed the deadline which resulted in a charge of £40 plus VAT.  The AGAR has now been submitted and approved by the external auditors.
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8.  Items of Interest.

As Sue Thompson was unable to attend she had sent in a report which the Clerk read out and will be available on the parish website.

There will be a road closure from Beech Tree cross towards Broadwood Lane for three days commencing on 14th August from 9.30am to 15.30pm to enable BT to carry out work to poles.

Cllr Duke enquired as to whether  ” Betty’s bench” could be put back at Beech Tree Cross and the Chairman responded that that should be safe to do so now.
The Clerk reported that we are still awaiting news from ENP regarding the replanting of the replacement trees.

S. Pugsley reported that the salting routes and the bags are going to be reinstated to the previous system before last winter’s cutbacks.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Cllr O’Hare enquired as to whether the roadside banks and overhanging foliage could be cut back more often and why are our roads swept so frequently which is not needed. The roads are currently swept approximately every six weeks and it was felt that every twelve weeks would be more appropriate.  S. Pugsley responded that roadsweeping is paid for by district council and verge trimming by county council. Roadsweeping tends to happen at the beginning of October before the leaves have fallen when it would be much better to be carried out later on to clear up the fallen leaves. S Pugsley said he would bring this up at the district council.

Cllr Henson brought up the fact that there is an overhanging branch on the lane up past Chargot which has resulted in curtain sided lorries being reluctant to use the road.

Cllr Yied mentioned that a van had called at the pub trying to sell garden furniture.  It was a rental van from Hertz and he was concerned as this seemed suspicious.

The meeting closed at 9pm.



