6.1
LUXBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Wednesday 9th November 2019 in Luxborough Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm.
Present:  Chairman D. Powell, Vice Chairman A. Sparling, Cllr O’Hare, Cllr Henson, M. Dewdney and PCSO S. Thompson.
1. Apologies for Absence were received from Cllr Tombleson due to absence, Cllr Yiend due to work commitments and PCSO Legg due to annual leave.
2. Declarations of Interest were received from M. Dewdney regarding planning.
3. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 31st October 2018.  The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.
PCSO Sue Thompson gave a report to the meeting.  Peter Bolton has now retired which leaves the police in this area very thin on the ground.  There were numerous shed and van break ins over the last few months and no APR cameras in use.  Two males originating from Wiltshire were stopped after stealing tools from a van and following their arrest the crime level is down.
The Chairman asked about reporting crimes via 101 and email as the 101 system takes ages to get through to anyone and does the email system work.  PCSO Thompson replied that although the email system should work it is not as effective as the 101 system which can be very frustrating.  Boots on the ground are desperately needed so the more crimes reported the more likely to get more manpower in the area.
Over the Christmas period several drivers were stopped for drink driving and taken off the road.
There being no further issues.  PCSO Thompson left the meeting.
4. Planning Applications.
Application No 6/8/18/111.  Proposed change of use from pottery studio to dwelling at Old Stowey Farm, Wheddon Cross.  Applicant:  Mr M Weil.
The meeting voted to unanimously support this application provided the permission granted would be restricted to local occupancy by a person employed on the farmstead to look after livestock etc as per the application.  The Clerk to contact the planning officer for advice on how to word the response.
Application No 6/20/18/105.  Proposed side extension incorporating the existing lean to at Pool House.  Applicants:  Mr and Mrs Lea.
The meeting voted unanimously to support this application unconditionally.

6.2
5. Dog Fouling.  Residents located below Tarr Water Cottages had complained about a person who had recently moved into Tarr Water walking a large dog daily past their houses and leaving deposits of dog waste outside their properties and in their plants.
Resolution:  another dog fouling sign to be purchased and put up by the Chairman.
Proposed:  Cllr Sparling.  Seconded:  Cllr O’Hare.

6. Chairmans Announcements.
· Airband have completed their survey of the village hall and we are waiting for the installation to be carried out.  The Chairman agreed to chase this up.
· 4G. A test box has been installed on the village hall by EE and should be in place for around four months before it can be passed to be used.   4G will initially be available in the area near the village hall and then up at Churchtown at a later date.  The rollout of 4G in this area has been delayed by eighteen months due to problems with the software.
· Beech Trees.  Unfortunately none of the felled wood is healthy enough to be recycled into benches.  The Clerk to contact Robin Offer from ENP regarding progress on replanting.
· Gritting.  Somerset County Council are this year undertaking to fill the salt bins and small salt bags are available for parish councils to collect from Minehead.
· Historic Signposts Project.  A lot of the signposts have now been refurbished over Exmoor although there are still a few left to be done.  Hinkley Point are providing funds to renovate the ones in locations nearest to them.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Play Area.  Plans and prices are now being obtained for play equipment and two pieces of equipment will initially be installed.
· Story Start.  This initiative from Home Start will commence in Luxborough village hall on 6th February.
7. Financial Matters.
· Precept.  It was agreed to request an amount of £2,180 which is a small increase on last year.  Proposed: Chairman  D. Powell.  Seconded:  Cllr O’Hare.  The Clerk to forward the completed form to Somerset West and Taunton Council.

· The bank statement for 31st December 2018 showed a balance of £2,805.69.

· A cheque in favour of Function 28 for £18 was signed, this is in payment of their invoice for the domain name.



6.3
8. Items of Interest.
· A complaint had been received regarding waste still being dumped near the entrance to Church Woods which also included food waste.
· An email had been received from Beccy Brown and Sam Murrell introducing themselves as Localities Engagement Leads within the District Council.
· There will be a temporary one night road closure on the A39 on 13th February near Sandhills Farm.
· Affordable Housing Group will be holding their first meeting at 7pm on 24th January at the Memorial Hall, Cutcombe.
· A request had been received from SCC for donations or volunteers for a new wood called Somerset Wood which will be created near Cheddon Fitzpaine to commemorate the county’s fallen in World War One.
· Somerset West Lodging Scheme are inviting potential landlords to enter the scheme to let out spare bedrooms.
9.  Items for the next meeting.  None
The meeting closed at 8.45pm

Signed ………………………………………………………………..

Date …………………………………………………………………..

